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C.  7— '89.  CATTLE  THEFTS  IN  THE  DIVISION  OF  ALBERT. 

:>  .    •     .     •  • 


OKDER  APPOINTING  COMMITTEE, 

1st  August^  1889. 


Ordered :  —  That  the  correspondence  between  the 
Government  and  the  Magistrate  of  Albert,  respecting 
Stock  Thefts  in  the  division  of  Burghersdorp,  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  with  power  to  take  Evidence  and  to 
call  for  Papers ; — the  Committee  to  consist  of  Messrs. 
NEETHLING,  HERHOLDT,  BOWKER,  DE  VILLIERS  and  VAN 
DEN  HEEVER. 


Vll 


REPORT 


OF  jTHE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  by  Order  of  the 
LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,  dated  1st  August,  1889,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Correspondence  between  the 
Government  and  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Albert, 
respecting  Stock  Thefts  in  the  Division  of  Burghers- 
dorp  ; — the  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  NEETH- 

LING,  Hi  RHOLDT,  BoWKER,  DE  VlLLIEES  and    VAN  DEN 

HEEVER. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  report  that  owing  to  the  near 
approach  of  the  end  of  the  :  Session,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  enter  fully  into  the  inquiry,  but  from  the  evidence 
of  the  witnesses  examined  they  gather  that  the  farmers 
in  the  Division  of  Albert  still  suffer  much  loss  from  the 
Thefts  of  their  Stock,  and  also  from  the  unwillingness  of 
the  natives  to  take  service,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  oppor- 
tunities they  have  of  stealing  stock  on  which  they  to  a 
great  extent  subsist. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  taken  (which  evidence, 
however,  is  to  some  extent  in  conflict  with  the  report  of 
the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Albert),  that  there  are  grounds 
for  complaint ;  and  the  .Committee  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Government  should  be  requested  to  make  further 
enquiry  into  these  matters  in  order  that  a  remedy  may  be 
found  for  the  evils  complained  of. 

M.   L.   NEETHLING, 

Chairman. 
Committee  Rooms, 

Legislative  Council, 
7th  August,  1889. 


IX 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMITTEE, 


SELECT   COMMITTEE   on   Stock  Thefts  in   the  Division  of 

Albert. 


Monday,  5th  August,  1889. 


PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Van  den  Heever, 
,,    De  Villiers, 


Mr.  Neethling, 
„  Herholdt. 


Bowker, 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  Neethling  be  Chairman  of  the 
Committee. 

Order  of  Council  of  the  1st  instant  read,  appointing  the 
Committee. 

Correspondence  between  the  Resident  Magistrate  of 
Albert  and  the  Government,  respecting  Stock  Thefts  and 
the  misbehaviour  of  servants  in  the  division  of  Burghers- 
dorp,  laid  before  the  Committee  and  read.  [Appendix  A  ] 

The  Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved,— That  the  Clerk  telegraph  to  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Albert  for  the  name  of  "  the  leading  resident 
of  Venterstad  "  referred  to  in  his  report  of  the  6th  July 
last,  on  the  complaints  of  the  Yenterstad  farmers. 

Resolved,— To  take  the  evidence  of  the  Hon.  D.  P.  van 
den  Heever.  M.L.C.,  and  A.  S.  du  Plessis,  M.L.A. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  6th  instant,  at  10-30  a.m. 


PROCEEDINGS    OF    COMMITTEE. 


Tuesday,  6th  August,  1889. 

PRESENT  : 

Mr.  NEETHLING  (Chairman). 


Mr.  De  Villiers, 
„    Bowker, 


Mr.  Van  den  Heever, 
Herholdt. 


Minutes  of  former  meeting  read. 

Mr.  A.  8.  du  Plessis,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

The  Honourable  D.  P.  van  den  Heever,  M.L.C., 
examined. 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Kesolved, — That  the  Chairman  draw  up  a  draft  Keport, 
to  be  submitted  at  the  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  7th  August,  at  11  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  1th  August,  1889. 

PRESENT  : 
Mr.  NEETHLING  (Chairman), 


Mr.  De  Villiers, 


Mr.  Van  den  Heever. 


Bowker, 

Minutes  of  former  meeting  read. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  draft  Eeport : — 
Your  Committee  beg  to  report  that  owing  to  the  near 
approach  of  the  end  of  the  Session,  they  have  not 
been  able  to  enter  fully  into  the  in^ilry,  but  from 
the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  examined  they  gather 
that  the  farmers  in  the  division  of  Albert  still 
suffer  much  loss  jfrom  the  thefts  of  their  stock 
and  also  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  natives  to 
take  service,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  opportunities 
they  have  of  stealing  stock  on  which  they  to  a 
great  extent  subsist. 
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It  appears  from,  the  evidence  taken  (which  evidence, 
however,  is  to  some  extent  in  conflict  with  the 
report  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate  of  Albert)  that 
there  are  grounds  for  complaint ;  and  the  Committee 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Government  should 
be  requested  to  make  further  enquiry  into  these 
matters  in  order  that  a  remedy  may  be  found  for  the 
evils  complained  of. 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Draft  Report  adopted,  and  the  Chairman  directed  to 
report  accordingly. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE, 


STOCK  THEFTS   IN  THE  DIVISION   OF  ALBEET. 


.    Tuesday,  6th  August,  1889. 

PEESENT  : 

Mr.  NEETHLING  (Chairman), 


Mr.  Van  der  Heever, 
„    Bowker, 


Mr.  M.  J.  de  Villiers, 
Herholdt. 


Mr.  A.  S.du  Plessis,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

1.   Chairman.~\  You    are  a  member    of    the    House  of        Mr. 
Assembly  ?— Yes.  ^ 

2  And  you    have    been     summoned     to     attend     this 
Committee   for  the   purpose   of  giving  evidence  on  this Aug>  6>  lf 
subject  ? — Yes. 

3.  You  live  in  the  district  of  Albert  ? — I  do. 

4.  Do  you  know  of  [a  petition  sent  in  by  forty  farmers 
in  which  they  complain  that  thefts  by  natives  are  increas- 
ing ? — Yes.     I  heard  of  the  petition  but  I  did  not  see  it. 

5.  Are  you  a  farmer  in  that  district  ? — Yes.     I  am  a 
sheep  farmer. 

6.  Have  you  been  living  there  long  ? — Yes. 

7.  "What   has   been   your  experience    for  the  last  few 
years ;  are    stock    thefts    increasing    or    decreasing  ? — I 
cannot  say  that  there  has  been  any   great   change,   but 
thefts  are  quite  as  rife  as  they  were  formerly. 

8.  Who  are  the  greater  thieves,  Europeans  or  Natives  ? 
— The  principal  thieves  in  the  district  are  the  Kaffirs  and 
Hottentots.      I    do   not    know   of    any   Europeans  being 
stock  thieves  though  there  may  be  one  or  two  cases. 

9.  When  cattle  are  stolen  are  they  usually  found  again  ? 
— Very  seldom. 
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A  0.£pbMfa      10.  What  is  the  reason  of  their  not  being  found?— The 
M.L.A.     chief  reason  is  that  the  cattle  and  sheep  run  both  day  and 
"    1889.  ni»nt)  and  it  nas  been  found  difficult  to  get  the  spoor  and 
thus  capture  the  thieves. 

11.  In  cases  where  thefts  have  been  traced  have  they 
been  traced  to  Hottentots  and  Kafirs  ? — Yes,  the  records  of 
the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  will  show  that. 

12.  In   cases   where  there  have  been  convictions  have 
the  thefts  been  committed  by  servants  of  the   farmers  ? 
— Yes,  very  often,   mostly  by  the  herds. 

13.  And  when  these  people  have  been  convicted,  has 
the  magistrate  sentenced  them  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  law  ;  and  have  the  sentences  been  severe  or  light  ? — 
I  belong  to  the  division  of  Steynsburg,   but  generally  the 
idea   is   that   the   sentences   passed   by   magistrates    and 
judges  are  too  light  for  these  thefts. 

14.  Are  you  aware  that  the  herds  have  connived  with 
the  thieves  to  put  forward  the  complaint  that  they  receive 
too  little  food  from  the  masters  and  too  low  wages  ? — No. 
I  have  not  heard   that,   but  they  certainly  do   not   steal 
because  of  poveity,  but  to  enrich  themselves.     When  only 
one  sheep  or  so  is  stolen  the  farmer  very  seldom  takes  any 
notice  of  it. 

15.  Can  you  give  the  Committee   any  information  with 
regard  to  whether  the  farmers  are  satisfied  or  not  with  the 
administration    of   justice  ? — Personally    I  know  nothing 
about  the  Burghersdorp  magistrate,  but  there  are  many 
complaints   made   about   the   lightness   of   the    sentences 
passed  by  him. 

16.  Do  you  know  whether  the  sentences  passed  are  far 
below  the  maximum  or  not  ? — The  general  opinion  of  the 
farmers  is  that  the  magistrate's  punishments  are  by  far  too 
light.     They  are  not  acquainted  with  the  law,  but  that 
is  the  impression  they  have. 

17.  Are  the  people    satisfied   with   the   action   of   the 
magistrate  ? — Two  respectable  farmers  stated  to  me  that 
the  sentences  of  the  magistrate  are  not  what  they  ought 
to  be  ;  and  they  did  not  feel  satisfied. 

18.  Is  it  not  one   great   cause   of   complaint   that   the 
magistrate  lives  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  farms, 
and  that  it  takes  too  much  time  to  bring  these  cases  to  his 
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notice  ;  is  that  not  one  of  the  causes  why  they  are  so  much  ^s 
dissatisfied  ? — It  is  naturally  a  great  inconvenience .  ML.A. 

19.  Can  you  inform,  the  Committee  of  anything  further  Aug>^1889 
on  this  subject  of  stock  thefts  in  the  district  of  Albert  ? — 
I  have  a  list  of  stolen  cattle  for  eleven  months  up  to  May 
last  which  I  will  read.     List  read  as  follows  : — 


P.  van  der  Walt  .. 

Piet  Kruger 

M.  J.  Coetzee 

A.  S.  du  Plessis  ... 

J.  Duivenhage     ... 

J.  du  Plessis 

J.  Pansegraauw   ... 

H.  Kruger 

J.  Grovd 

A.  J.  Beyleveld    .- 
Jan  Coetzee 
Johannes  Coetzee 
J.  S.  Venter 

H.  van  der  "Walt... 
J.  P.  Kruger 
M.  Marais 

B.  van  Wyk 
J.  P.  Kruger 
N.  Kruger 

J.  P.  Oosthuisen  ... 


Wards  1  and  2. 

5  cattle  and  14  sheep. 
1  horse  and  20      „ 
98      „ 

1  horse  and  30      „ 

1     „      and  85      „ 

60      „ 

100      ,, 

12  goats 

17      „ 
17  sheep 

20  „ 
60      „ 

21  „ 
19 

13 

27 
160 
160 

35 


J? 


and  2  cattle 

5  cattle  &  horses 
\ 


D 


3  cattle  and  2  horses. 


20.  Have  you  received  any  information   since  then  up 
till  now  ? — The  only  further  information  is  that  a  member 
of  the   Divisional   Council  of    Yenterstadt  writes  to  me 
that  he  understands  there  has  been  a  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  stock  thieving,  and  that  the  magistrate  is  of 
opinion  that  these   thefts  are    decreasing.     His    opinion, 
however,  is  that  the  thefts  are  increasing,  and  he  forwards 
me  the  following  information  : — Stolen  from  J.  Olivier,  1 
head  of  cattle  ;    C.  Olivier,   2  ditto  ;    J.  Coetzee,   1  ditto  ; 
T.  Pelser,  15  sheep ;  T.  Steenkamp,   10  ditto  ;  T.  Kruger, 
10  ditto. 

21.  Are  servants  in  the  district  obedient  or  otherwise  ? 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  SELECT 

Ai&M&tu — The  labour  question  is  in  a  very  bad  state  indeed;  as 
M.L.A.  bad  as  it  can  be. 

Aug.  T,  1889.  22.  What  is  the  cause  of  it  ? — The  chief  cause  is  that 
the  people  will  not  work  and  that  the  punishments  under 
the  Master  and  Servants  Act  are  not  sufficient. 

23.  Can  the  Master  and  Servants  Act  make  men  work 
if  they  do  not  wish  to  ? — I  think  it  might  be  made  so  that 
vagrants  and  squatters  could  be  made  to  work.     I   think 
the  new  Vagrancy  Law  adopted  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
will  prove  beneficial  in  this  direction. 

24.  Do  you  think  the  Master  and  Servants  Act  could  be 
applied  so  as  to  make  people  in  locations  work  ? — No,  I 
do  not  think  so,  neither  do  I  think  the  Vagrancy  Law  just 
passed  would  do  it. 

25.  In  what  way  do  you  think  a  servant  living  in  a 
location  could  be  compelled  to  work  ? — I  .think  they  should 
be  compelled  to  go  into  service.     In  my  district  there  are 
a  good  many  natives  who  do  nothing. 

26.  What  does  a  herd  earn  ? — He  has  his  victuals  every 
day  and  10s.  or  15s.  a  month,  or  a  heifer  or  a  young  mare 
or  six  ewes,  also  his  clothes  and  tobacco,  and  in  most  cases 
food  for  his  family  as  well. 

27.  In  what  way  do  they  get  their  food  ? — Every  day 
the  herd  receives  his  food  for  himself  and  for  his  house- 
hold.    The  general  ration  for  a  herd  is  the  leg  or  shoulder 
of  a  sheep  and  about  two  pounds  weight  of  meal  or  mealies 
per  day.     The  family  also  receive  victuals,   but  a  smaller 
quantity. 

28.  Mr.  De  VilliersJ]  And  does  the  man  get  his  clothes 
too  ? — Yes,   and  boer  tobacco,  and  leather  for  veldtschoens. 
Then   every   six  months   he   gets   a  young   mare.     The 
greatest  complaint  of  the  fanners  in  that  division  is  that 
they  cannot  make  these  people  work.     To  explain  this  I 
may  state  that  if  a  contractor  is  engaged  to  build  a  house 
he  takes  his  family  with  him,  then  gets  eight  or  nine  men 
to   go  and  live   with  him,    and   as   these   men   have   also 
families  there  are  sometimes  forty  or  fifty  people  who  have 
to  be  supplied  with  food,  and  the  work  which  ought  to  be 
finished  in  three  or  four  months  takes  a  couple  of  years  to 
do.     This  shows  that  the  people  are  there  not  to  do  the 
work  but   simply  for  the  purpose  of  squatting.     On  one 
occasion  I  could  not  reap  my  crop,  having  too  few  hands, 


COMMITTEE  ON  CATTLE  THEFTS  IN  THE  DIVISION  OF  ALBERT.    5 

and  I  went  to  where  these  people  were  located,  but  they  A  s . 
declined  to  come  and  assist  notwithstanding  that  I  offered     X.L.A 
good  wages.  Aug.  6, 

29.  And  what  was  the  result  ? — The   result  was  that  I 
had  to  do  the  best   I  could  with  my  few  hands  and  sus- 
tained  a   great   deal   of    loss,    while   those   people   were 
squatting  there  and  living  by  theft  quite  as  well  as  those 
who  had  to  work  hard  day  by  day. 

30.  Mr.  De  Villiers.~]  And  you  think  their  good  living 
is  the  result  of  thieving  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  we  think. 

31.  Mr.  Bowker."]  Have  they  any  other  means  of  living 
except  by  stealing  ? — No.     In  support  of  my  opinion  my 
neighbour  told  me  that  he  lost  in  one  night  five  sheep  out 
of  his  kraal.     He   pursued  the  spoors  next  morning  and 
they  brought  him  to  the  place  where  these  people  were 
located,  but  he  was  unable  to  prove  anything, 

32.  Mr.  De  Villiers.~]  Have  you  been  long  acquainted 
with  Burghersdorp  ? — Yes,    I   was   brought   up    in   that 
district. 

33.  Who  was  the  magistrate  there  before  Mr.  Stewart? 
— There  were  different  Magistrates  there. 

34.  As  regards  discipline  were  matters  formerly  in  a 
better  state  there  ? — I  cannot  say  that  they  were  better. 
Personally  I  am  now  unacquainted  with  Burghersdorp. 
I  cannot  say  that  things  are   worse  now  than  formerly 
under  previous  magistrates. 

35.  Do  you  not  think  that  much  of  the  mischief  com- 
plained of  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  insufficient  application 
of  the  Masters  and  Servants  Act  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  opinion 
of  the  people  there. 

36.  Is  it  also  your  opinion  ? — Yes;  you  will  see  by  my 
evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Master  and 
Servants  Act,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  punishments 
for  stock  thefts  are  too  light. 

37.  Do  you  ascribe  these  unsatisfactory  punishments  to 
the  magistrate  ? — My  opinion  generally  is  that  the  punish- 
ments provided  by  law  are  too  light. 

38.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  think  that  the  chief  cause 
why  these   people   will   not   work  is   that   they  have  no 
requirements  ? — Yes,  they  have  a  suit  of  clothes  from  the 
master,  and  they  also  get  their  food  for  nothing.    They  do 
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M>        not  pay  for   the  place   in  which   they  live   and   have  no 
' 


..        thought   for   the  day   or  the    morrow.     They   are   quite 

AU  7  1889  content  to  live  iu  tlie  wa7  tnev  do-  I  ma}T  add  that 
'  everything  depends  upon  the  way  in  which  stock  thieving 
is  punished.  If  in  all  cases  these  thefts  were  sufficiently 
punished  it  would  be  the  means  of  making  these  people 
more  inclined  to  work,  because  if  they  did  not  steal  they 
must  work. 

39.  What  remedy  would  you  propose?  —  I  am  hardly 
prepared  to  recommend  anything. 

40.  Mr.  Van  den  Heever.~]  Have  you  received  any  infor- 
mation from  Mr.  Piet  Kruger  respecting  cattle  thefts  ?  — 
No  ;  but  from  Mr.  Nicolaas  Kruger,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Divisional  Council. 

41.  Did  he  write  to  you  privately  that  thieving  is  in- 
creasing in  that  district  ?  —  He  does  not  say  it   is  on  the 
increase,  but  that  it  goes  on  just  as  usual. 

42.  Mr.  BowJcer.~\  Do  you  think  if  the   farmers  gave 
double  the  quantity  of  rations  the  men  would  still  steal  ? 
—  Yes,  it  would  be  just  the  same. 

43.  Chairman.']  Why  do  you  think  so?  —  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  them,  and  they  want  to  enrich  themselves. 

44.  Mr.  Bowker.~]  Do  you  consider  the  location  a  good 
thing  for  the  district  or  not  ?  —  I  consider  a  Kafir  location 
the  curse  of  a  district. 

45.  Why  ?—  Because  the  thieves  and  squatters  all  col- 
lect there,  and  it  is  difficult  to  catch  them. 

'J6.  Do  you  think  if  the  native  thieves  were  more 
severely  punished  the  farmers  would  then  assist  the  Gov- 
ernment and  police  in  putting  down  stock  thieving  ?  — 
Certainly. 

47.  Do   you  think  that  is  the  reason  farmers  do  not 
assist  at  present  ?  —  In  some  cases  it  does  not  pay  a  farmer 
to  catch  the  thieves,  because  they  are  not  paid  for  their 
trouble,  and  the  distance  to  the  magistrate's  court  or  the 
gaol  is  very  great. 

48.  So  the  consequence  is  that  the  farmers,  instead  of 
bringing  the  stock  thefts  to  the  notice  of  the  magistrate, 
put  up  with  their  loss  and  say  nothing  ?  —  Yes,   in  most 
cases  they  allow  the  robbery  to  go  on,  and  do  not  bother 
themselves  about  it,  because  the  thieves  are  not  sufficiently 
punished,  and  the  result  is  not  satisfactory. 
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49.  Mr.  De    Vittiers.~\    Do  you  think  if  these  thieves  Jc^r;, 

.  i  •   i  i     i         t          i  A.S.du  }Jleism 

were  to  receive  corporal  punishment,   and  be  let  loose  at     M.L.A. 
once,  it  would  be  more  effectual  than  sending  them  to  Au    jj~1889 
prison,  where  they  simply  stay  and  fatten  ? — YPS. 

50.  Mr.  Van  den  Heever.']  You  live  four  hours  from  the 
village  ? — Yes. 

51.  Do  you  often  go  on  political  errands  to  Burghers- 
dorp  amongst  the  farmers  ? — Yes. 

52.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Steynsburg  since 
the  division  was  cut  up  ? — About  three  years.     Where   I 
lived  was  formerly  a  part  of  Burghersdorp,   and  is  still 
part  of  the  electoral  division  of  Albert. 

Hon.  Van  den  Heever  examined. 

53.  Chairman."]  You  are   a  member  of  the  Legislative    The  Hon. 

Council  ? Yes.  Van  d.  Heever 

54.  And  live  at  Venterstadt  ?— Yes,   about  400  yards 
outside  the  village 

55.  And  you  are  a  stock  farmer  ? — Yes. 

56.  Have  you  been  living  there  long  ?— In  the  district 
of  Albert   I  have  been  living  33  years,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  village  where  I  now  live  about  four  years. 

57.  Do  you  know  that  the  farmers  are   dissatisfied  in 
regard  to  the  cattle  thefts  and  the  misbehaviour  of  ser- 
vants ? — Yes. 

58.  Has  that  been  so  for  long? — It  is  about  four  years 
since  the  district  got  into  so  bad  a  state. 

59.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? — It  has  been  getting 
worse  within  the  last  year  and  a  half,  and  I  ascribe  it  to 
the  administration  of  the  law. 

60.  Do  you  mean  that  the  law  is  bad,  or  that  it  is  not 
properly  administered  ? — I  mean  that  the  punishment  given 
by  the  magistrate  is  not  severe  enough,  and  that  the  natives 
are  not  deterred  by  the  punishments. 

01.  Have  you  a  magistrate  at  Venterstadt  ? No. 

02.  What  have  you  there  ?— A  Periodical  Court    and 
a  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

60.  And  does  the  Special  Justice  punish  also1r — The  Spe- 
cial Justice  gives  punishment  of  two  or  three  days'  impri*.  n- 
ment,  and  a  little  more. 

64.    Where  does  the  magistrate    come    from  ?— IV 
Burghersdorp. 
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Bow  often  does  he  come  ?  —  Once  a  month. 


run  a.  . 

66.  And  are  there  many  prisoners  for  trial  ?—  Generally 
Aug.  G,  1889.  tnere  are  always  some  to  be  tried,  I  cannot  say  how  many. 

Sometimes  he  sits  for  more  than  a  day. 

67.  Are   the  prisoners    tried    there  mostly  thieves  or 
under  the  Master  and  Servants  Act  ?—  Yes,  they  are  gene- 
rally tried  for  misbehaviour  or  stock  theft. 

68.  And  does  the  magistrate  give  sufficient  punishment? 
—  Not  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  public. 

What  do  they  complain  of?—  The  greatest  com- 
plaint is  that  the  punishments  are  not  severe  enough,  so 
that  the  criminals  are  not  frightened  by  them.  There  have 
been  occasions  on  which  they  have  called  out  in  the  public 
streets,  that  they  prefer  being  in  the  "  Queen's  Hotel  "  to 
working  for  the  farmers. 

70.  Have   stock   thefts   been   increasing  or  decreasing 
within  the  last  few  years  ?  —  Farmers  speak  to  me  day  after 
day,  and  say  they  are  at  their  wits    end  with  regard  to 
farming  ;  that  things  have  got  into  that  state  that  they  are 
tired  of  it,  and  want  to  give  it  up.     I  went  with  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  magistrate  at  Burghersdorp,  and  asked  him  to 
make  provision  for  the  punishment  of  these  thieves.     The 
deputation  consisted  of  four  or  five  gentlemen. 

71.  How  were  you  received  ?  —  I  said  we  had  been  sent 
by  the  public,  and  that  from  my  own  experience  it  was  in- 
tolerable to  go  on  farming  ;  that  two  or  three  sheep  were 
always  stolen  from  me  a  month,  and  sometimes  as  many  as 
fifteen.     The  reply  of   the   magistrate  was,    "I  can   do 
nothing  ;  I  simply  administer  the  law.  There  is  Bamberger 
dismissed,  and  I  do  not  want  to  be  dismissed  also."     That 
was  his  reply. 

72.  Did  he  reply  in  a  courteous  manner  ?—  I  think  it 
was  in  a  discourteous  manner.     His  words  were  :   "  I  have 
the  law  before  me,  and  I   administer  the  law.     I    do    not 
wish  to  be  guilty  of  anything,  otherwise  I  shall  fare   the 
same  as  Bamberger,  and  be  dismissed."     My  reply  was  : 

'  Then  if  the  magistrate  can  do  nothing  to  help  the  public, 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  you.* 

73.  Was  the  deputation  also  dissatisfied  with  their  recep- 
tion by  the  magistrate  ?—  Yes,  so  far  as  I  kn.-uv. 

74.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  the  iiuui^  of  the  depu- 
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tation?— There  was  myself,  Daniel  du  Plossisfrmu  Venter-  r 
stadt,  Mr.  Grey  ling  of  Venterstadt,  and  two  other  gentle-      M.'L.U. 

men.  Aug.  e,  1889. 

75.  "What   did   the   deputation   do  then?- -They  went 

home. 

76.  Did  they  speak  to  the  magistrate  about  the  Master 
and  Servants  Act  ?—  Yes. 

77.  Is  there  a  scarcity  of  labour  in  the  division  ? — Yes. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  persons  living  on  the  location 
near  Yenterstadt,  but  there  is  a  scarcity  of  labour  because 
they  won't  work. 

78.  What  reason  do  they  give  for  not  working? — Their 
reasons  vary.     One  says  he  is  tired  of  work,  and  another 
says  he  does  not  feel  inclined  to  work.     I  have  often  offered 
Is.  6d.  to  2s.  a  day,  and  food,  when  my  crops  were  stand- 
ing, and  then  I  could  not  get  them  to  work. 

79.  As  a  practical  farmer,  what  do  you  think  should  be 
done  to  improve  matters  with  regard  to  cattle  thieving  and 
the   Master   and  Servants   Act?— What   you  want   is   a 
magistrate  to  carry  out  the  law  with  fairness  and  justice. 

80.  Is  the   magistrate  too   lenient? — I  do  not  wish  to 
speak  of  the  magistrate.    I  can  only  say  I  do  not  understand 
his  administration  of  the  law.     I  do  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing further  about  it. 

81.  Mr.  De  VilliersJ]  Are  there  many  European  thieves 
in  your  district  ? — Not  that  I  know  of.     There   may  have 
been  one  or  two  cases  during  the  four  years   I  have  lived 
there. 

82.  The  magistrate  at  Burgh ersdorp  appears  to  partly 
attribute  the  increase  of  thieving  to  the  inadequate  rations 
given  by  the  masters  ? — That  is  untrue  as   far  as  I  know. 
The  servants  generally  receive  a  shoulder  of  mutton  and 
three  slices  of  bread  three  inches  thick,  and  generally  milk. 
In  the  evening    they  again  get   food  for   themselves  and 
their  families. 

83.  He  also  says  that  he  has  reason  to  think  that  the 
fault  is  not  always  with  the  servants  ? — That  may  be  his 
opinion,  but  it  depends  upon  how  the  case  is  heard.     Of 
course  there  may  be  masters  who  are  in  fault. 

84.  Before   your   departure  from  home,  did  you  make 
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.  as  to  these  thefts  ?—  Yes.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 

M'.L.C.      the  thefts  have  been  extreme. 

85.   J)o  the  police  render  good  service  in  the  district  ? 
-What  the  police  do  is  to  ride  from  one  place  to  another. 
The  farmer  is  generally  only  too  glad  to  sign  the  roll  and 
let  him  go  on,  for  their  riding  about  means  nothing. 

80.  How  is  it  that  so  little  is  done?  —  If  you  make  a 
complaint,  the  police  have  as  little  power  as  the  masters. 
The  masters  have  no  faith  in  the  law,  and  therefore  they 
do  not  make  complaint. 

87.  I  see  that  cases  under  the  Master  and  Servants  Act 
have  boon  withdrawn,  how  is  that  ?  —  Because  the  masters 
have  no  confidence  in  the  law, 

8  .  Chairman.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  when  there  is 
a  good  complaint  under  fho  Master  and  Servants  Act,  you 
would  be  afraid  to  put  the  law  into  operation  by  appearing 
before  the  magistrate  ?—  Yes,  they  have  no  confidence,  and 
m:u  iv  oases  are  withdrawn. 

b(J.  Mr.  De  Villier*.~\  What  do  you  mean  by  saying 
there  is  a  den  of  thieves  near  Burghersdorp  ?  —  At  the 
W<,ohvashery  there  is  constant  thieving  going  on.  The 
magistrate  denies  it  ;  but  next  session  I  will  have  a 
return  laid  upon  the  table  which  will  show  what  constant 
thieving  has  been  going  on  at  Waterval  near  to  the  Wool- 
•\vashery. 

90.  Are  the  public  satisfied  with  the  judgments  of  the 
magistrate?  —  Generally  they  are  not. 

91.  Have  you  always  experienced  the  same  difficulties? 
—It  is  a  place  that  has  always  been  renowned  for  thieving 

and  squatting,  but  during  the  last  four  years  it  has  become 
worse,  and  now  it  is  intolerable. 

92.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ?  —  I  ascribe  it  to  the  fact 
that  the  law  is  not  applied  severely  enough,  the  same  as  I 
have  seen  it  in  Middelburg  and  other  places,  where  the 
magistrates  give  every  satisfaction. 

Ho.  Then  you  ascribe  it  to  an  insufficient  application  of 
the  law  ?—  Yes. 

94.  Mr.  Bowker.~]  The  magistrate  of  Albert  says  that 
one  of  the  principal  complaints  of  the  natives  is  that  they 
are  insufficiently  fed  ;  have  you  noticed  that  these  people 
have  a  starved  miserable  look  about  rhem  v  —  I  know  no- 
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thing  about  it ;  I  do  not  and  will  not  believe  it  is  the    The  Hon- 

,  Fan  d.  Hc«t*r 

Se-  M.L.C. 

95.  You  have  generally  found   that  the  reverse  is  the. 
'/—Yes.  Aug'  6'18 

96.  Mr.  DC  VilUersJ]  Can  you  throw  any  more  light  on 
this  case  ? — I  have  much  to   say  yet  on   iho  subject,   but 
as  Parliament  will  shortly  break  up  it  is  unnecessary  to 
say  more  about  it  now.     I  hope  next  year,  however^   to 
produce  documents  and  witnesses  to  support  what  I   have 
said. 
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[A.] 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  RESIDENT 
MAGISTRATE  OF  ALBERT  AND  THE  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESPECTING  STOCK  THEFTS  IN 
THAT  DIVISION. 

Complaint  of  Venter stad  Farmers. 
Copy.] 

Venterstad, 

8th  May,  1889. 
Sir  Gordon  Sprigg,  Premier, 
Cape  Town. 

We,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  Albert,  bring  to 
your  notice  that  we  feel  very  much  distressed  in  carrying 
on  our  farming,  owing  to  our  servants  and  stock-thieving. 
Asa  general  rule,  our  servants  are  disobedient  and  very 
unfaithful,  so  that,  in  farming,  we  suffer  much  damage 
and  loss. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
amount  of  stock-thieving  that  is  carried  on ;  indeed, 
only  about  half-an-hour  from  Burghersdorp  a  gang  of 
thieves  are  established,  where  spans  of  oxen  and  horses 
are  stolen,  and  the  servants  assemble  in  bodies,  in  the 
towns,  at  the  locations,  and  brutality  and  disobedience  are 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Never,  at  any  other  time,  during  the  last  four  years, 
have  we  been  in  such  a  plight  as  at  present  as  regards 
disobedience  and  stock-thieving,  and  we  beseech  the 
Government  to  come  to  our  assistance,  otherwise  we  will 
have  to  resort  to  defending  ourselves. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)        J.  J.  VAN  TONDER,  J.P., 

and  48  others. 
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Under- Colonial  Secretary  to  Resident  Magistrate,  Albert. 
Copy. 
Venterstad  Complaint. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  27th  June,  1889. 

The  Resident  Magistrate,  Albert. 

SIR, — I  am  directed  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Honourable  Premier  by  49  Resi- 
deuts  of  the  Municipality  of  Venterstad,  in  your  District, 
complaining  of  the  excessive  s?  took  -stealing  from  which 
they  are  suffering,  and  I  have  to  request  you  to  be  good 
enough  to  report  fully  upon  their  representations  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        HAMPDEN  WILLIS, 

Under-Colonial  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Albert. 

Office  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Albert, 

6th  July,  1889. 
No.  207/A. 

Complaints  from  Venterstad. 

The  Under-Colonial  Secretary,  Cape  Town. 

SIR, — With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  5/2190/849  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  forwarding  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  Honourable  Premier  dated  8th  May  last,  I  have  the 
honour  to  report  that  I  had  no  reason  for  supposing  that 
the  state  of  things  existed  such  as  that  complained  of. 

As  regards  the  complaints  about  the  disobedience  and 
unfaithfulness  of  the  farm  servants,  I  have  to  state  that, 
having  obtained  from  the  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace  at 
Venterstad  a  return  of  cases  of  stock-thefts  and  offences 
under  the  Masters  and  Servants  Acts  brought  to  his  notice 
during  the  quarter  ended  30th  April  last,  the  latter  date 
immediately  preceding  the  date  of  the  letter  addressed  to 
the  Premier,  I  find  that  sixteen  charges  wore  brought 
under  the  Masters  and-  Servants  Acts  during  that  period. 
Of  these  six  were  withdrawn  by  the  masters  before  the  date 
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fixed  for  the  trial ;  in  one  case,  to  bo  tried  before  the 
Special  Justice,  the  master  did  not  appear  to  prosecute ; 
in  two  instances  the  accused  could  not  be  found,  and  in 
another  case  the  accused  was  acquitted.  Six  cases  were 
heard  at  the  sittings  of  the  Periodical  Court ;  one  was  dis- 
missed on  exception,  and  in  five  cases  the  accused  (ser- 
vants) were  convicted  and  punished,  or,  at  the  request  of 
the  masters,  ordered  to  return  to  their  service.  The  pro- 
secutions were  brought,  in  most  instances,  by  some  of  the 
residents  of  yenterstad,  and  not  by  the  farmers.  In  the 
farm  cases,  the  charges  were,  almost  without  exception, 
those  of  departing  from  their  masters'  service  with  intent 
not  to  return  thereto.  In  the  Court  of  Burghersdorp  there 
have  been  a  good  many  cases  tried,  almost  all  under  the 
the  same  charge,  and  when  called  upon  to  plead,  the  ser- 
vants have  generally  admitted  the  charge,  and  pleaded  in  ex- 
tenuation that  their  masters  did  not  feed  them  sufficiently 
well,  and  that  they  were  starved.  The  accused  persons 
have  been  convicted,  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases  have,  at 
the  special  request  of  the  musters,  been  ordered  to  return 
to  their  work.  Such  cases  are  extremely  perplexing 
to  the  Magistrate  adjudicating,  for,  while  the  ser- 
vant gives  his  version  as  to  the  rations  supplied,  his 
master  gives  quite  a  different  version,  and  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  decide  as  to  the  truth  ; 
but  the  servants  have  been  told  that  they  ought,  if 
they  had  any  complaints  against  their  employers,  to  have 
asked  for  leave  to  come  to  the  office  of  the  Magistrate  to 
complain,  and  have  the  question  legally  decided,  From 
my  personal  observation  and  information  gained  from 
farmers  themselves,  I  have  coine  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
wages,  at  all  events,  and  probably  the  rations  supplied  by 
many  of  the  farmers  in  this  district  are  very  inadequate, 
and  that  the  better  class  of  natives  will  not  engage  their 
services  to  these  farmers,  who  therefore  come  in  for  the 
scum  of  the  country.  Those  farmers  who  pay  and  feed 
their  servants  well  have  never  any  complaints  to  make  as 
to  the  misconduct  of  their  servants.  At  the  Periodical 
Court  held  at  Veuterstad  in  June  last,  a  son  of  Mr.  Yan 
Tender,  who  heads  the  list  of  signatories  to  the  letter 
above  referred s  to,  brought  a  charge  against  one  of  his 
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servants  of  having  made  use  of  abusive  and  threatening 
language  towards  his  master,  and  I  convicted  and  punished 
the  accused  in  terms  of  Act  18  of  1873 ;  but  I  believe  the 
farmers  look  on  these  punishments  as  quite  inadequate, 
and  would  prefer  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment, 
which  the  law  does  not  permit,  There  has  in  the 
Burghersdorp  portion  of  the  district  been  a  good  deal  of 
friction  between  the  farmers  and  their  servants,  arising  out 
of  disputes  about  food  and  wages,  but  there  are  always 
two  sides  to  these  controversies,  and  I  have,  in  many  cas< 
had  good  reason  to  think  that  all  the  fault  was  net  on  the 
servants'  side. 

With  n -gard  to  the  complaints  of  excessive  stock-stealing, 
it  has  struck  me  as  very  strange  and  peculiarly  significant 
that  the  farmers  about  Venter,- ^ad  should  have  referred  to 
an  alleged  prevalence  of  stock-thefts  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Burgbersdorp  as  a  proof  that  they  themselves  are 
suffering  from  excessive  stock-stealing.  I  shall  deal  with 
the  particular  instance  of  alleged  stock-stealing  first.  No 
one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burghersdorp,  nor  the  Police, 
have  any  information  about  °a  gang  of  thieves  being 
established  half-an-hour's  distance  from  Burghersdorp,  and 
spans  of  oxen  and  horses  being  driven  off  by  them." 
What  has  probably  given  rise  to  the  rumour  is  the  occur- 
rence of  a  case,  some  time  ago,  at  Diepkloof  Woolwashery, 
which  is  about  four  miles  from  Burghersdorp.  The  per  on 
then  in  charge  of  the  Wool  \vashery  was  a  young  English- 
man, quite  inexperienced  in  the  character  of  the  natives.  In 
the  most  reckless  manner  he  issued  several  certificates  to  a 
native  labourer  to  proceed  in  search  of  horses  and  oxen,  repre- 
sented by  the  man  as  belonging  to  him  and  as  having  strayed. 
Under  cover  of  these  passes  the  native  stole,  at  various 
times  nnd  places,  two  horses  and  sixteen  head  of  cattle  in 
all.  One  of  the  farmers  who  had  lost  six  oxen  found  them 
on  the  farm.  The  man  was  apprehended  and  tried  at  the 
Circuit  Court  held  at  Burghersdorp  on  the  8th  April  last, 
and  sentenced  by  Mr.  Justice  Maasdorp  to  be  imprisoned 
for  five  years  with  hard  labour,  and  to  receive  twenty-five 
lashes.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  other  case  that  Could 
give  rise  to  the  statement  that  gangs  of  thieves  are  driv- 
ing off  spans  of  oxen  and  horses  within  half-an-hour's 
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distance  from  Burghersdorp.     The  other  labourers  at  Diep- 
kloof  were  not  implicated  in  this  matter. 

The  records  of  my  Courts  at  Burgiiersdorp,  Molteno,  and 
Yenterstad  have  never  been  so  free  from  stock- theft  cases. 
Since  receiving  the  above  letter  for  report,  I  have  met 
several  of  the  principal  farmers  of  the  district,  who  have 
all  assured  me  that  they  know  of  no  stock-stealing,  beyond 
an  isolated  case  of  the  slaughtering  of  a  sheep,  but  that 
the  district  was  never  in  better  position  in  that  respect.  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  any  farmer  from 
the  parish  of  Venterstad,  but  a  leading  resident  from  that 
place  was  in  Burghersdorp  a  few  days  ago,  and  expressed 
his  extreme  surprise  at  the  statements  made  by  the 
Honourable  D.  P.  van  den  Heever  as  to  the  stock-thefts 
prevailing  about  Venterstad,  as  his  information  was  to  the 
contrary  effect.  The  Field-cornet  of  the  ward  borderiug 
on  the  Venterstad  parish  yesterday,  also,  told  me  that  there 
is  little  or  no  stock-stealing  going  on  just  now.  The 
farmers  who  have  given  me  information  reside  at  different 
parts  of  the  districts.  I  myself  have  just  returned  from  a 
visit,  on  special  duty,  to  a  remote  part  of  the  district,  not 
far  from  the  Venters  tad  parish,  and  all  the  farmers  whom  I 
met  assured  me  that  stock-stealing  was  not  rife,  but  quite 
the  reverse. 

-During  the  last  month.  I  caused  two  troopers  in  the 
Divisional  Police  to  patrol  the  parts  of  the  district  which  I 
considered  most  necessary  to  inspect.  They  visited  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  farmsteads,  and  amongst  others 
those  ^  in  the  parish  of  Venterstad.  The  policemen  state 
that  in  every  instance  when  they  arrived  at  a  farm-house 
they  inquired,  firstly,  whether  there  was  any  stock-stealing, 
and,  secondly,  whether  the  farmers  had  any  complaints  to 
make.  In  every  case  but  one  the  replies  were  in  the 
negative.  One  farmer,  on  the  banks  of  the  Orange  Eiver, 
said  he  had  lost  13  sheep  about  a  month  before  the  police 
visited  his  farm,  and  this  happeaed  just  after  a  previous 
patrol  had  been  made  to  his  farm.  I  append  a  list  of 
farmers  visited,  who  live  in  the  \renterstad  parish. 

Possibly  some  of  these  names  may  be  found  at  the  foot 
of  the  letter  referred  to  me  for  report.  Before  I  close 
this  part  of  my  report  I  must  add  that  some  fanners  have 
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expressed  to  me  their  opinion  that  a  good  many  of  the 
thefts  of  stock  committed  in  the  district  have  been 
committed  by  Europeans  and  not  natives.  I  have  every 
reason  for  stating  my  own  belief  that  such  is  the  case; 
and  further,  that  when  these  Europeans  are  detected,  their 
offence  is  condoned  should  they  have  any  property  where- 
with to  make  compensation  to  the  owners  of  the  stolen 
animals. 

As  to  the  statement  that  the  farmers'  "  servants  assemble 
in  bodies  in  the  towns,  at  the  locations,  and  that  brutality 
and  disobedience  are  the  order  of  the  day,"  I  apprehend 
that  this  refers  particularly  to  the  town  of  Venterstad.  I 
believe  that  the  low  Hottentots,  of  whom  there  are  a  great 
many  in  that  part  of  the  district,  do  visit  the  town,  and 
drink  at  the  canteens.  I  have  not  heard  that  they  assemble 
at  the  town  location,  and  that  brutality  prevails  at  the  loca- 
tion. A  deputation,  of  which  the  Hon.  D.  P.  van  den 
Heever  was  a  member,  waited  on  me  some  months  ago, 
when  I  was  at  Venterstad,  and  complained  that  there  were 
coloured  people  who  frequented  the  canteens  and  would  not 
take  service.  I  told  them  that  I  was  quite  prepared  and 
anxious  to  protect  the  honest  and  respectable  portion  of 
the  community  and  to  put  down  vagrancy,  but  that  the 
Judges  interpreted  the  Vagrancy  Act  very  strictly,  and 
that  the  Special  Justices  of  the  Peace  had  experienced  the 
pleasure  of  having  all  their  convictions  under  that  Act 
quashed  ;  but  that  I  would  instruct  the  Police  to  make 
enquiries  and  bring  all  persons  before  me  who  could  be 
proved  to  have  no  visible  means  of  support.  The  fact,  as 
I  am  told,  is  that  the  wagon-drivers  and  leaders,  after 
coming  off  their  journeys,  congregate  in  the  town  and 
drink  their  wages  out  before  they  go  on  another  trip,  and 
that  the  town  Hottentots  receive  these  men  and  are 
supported  by  their  earnings  as  well  as  by  what  they  earn 
by  an  occasional  job  themselves. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that,  in  consequence  of  the  cheap- 
ness of  brandy,  and  also  the  low  price  of  grain,  the 
disturbances  in  the  locations  have  increased  during  the 
past  year.  Kafir  beer  is  manufactured  and  consumed  in 
largo  quantities,  and  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
trying  to  put  down  the  traffic  in  beer.  The  constables 
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themselves  have  given  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  this 
respect,  and  I  have  had  to  dismiss  some  of  them  for 
drunkenness  in  consequence. 

I  have  given  strict  orders  to  the  constables  at  Yenterstad 
to  put  down  the  (Irunkenriess  and  disorder  there.  I  have  not 
had  any  reason  to  think  that  this  district  is  any  worse  than 
others  in  these  respects. 

I  utilize  the  limited  number  of  Polr'ce  at  my  disposal  as 

much  as  possible  for  the  protection  of  farmers  from  stock  - 

thefts,  and  in  assisting  to  apprehend  runaway  servants  • 

have   applied   to    the  Divisional    Council    for   an 

augmentation  of  the  force,  without  success. 

The  best  men  in  the  force,  numbering  six  troopers  in  all 
are  stationed  at  Ventorstad. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)        ALEX.  STEWAET,  B.M. 

List  of  Farmers  in  the  Parish  of  Venterstad  visited  by  the 
Patrol  of  the  Divisional  Police  during  the  month  of 
June,  188ir. 

Name  of  Farmer.  Farm. 


H.  B.  Kruger        Eoosterfontein. 

S.  Coetzee ...          ...          ...  do. 

J.  J".  Nienaber       Oly  venf ontein. 

J.  Oosthuysen        ...          ...  do. 

J.  Vorster  ...          ...          ...  do. 

M.  Kruger do. 

E.  W.  Griinow      ...          ...  Horse-shoe. 

D.  deWet  Plaatjes  Hoek. 

P.  J.  v.  d.  Heever...          ...  do. 

J.  de  Bruin  ...          ...  Klipfontein. 

F.  Vilj  oen Elandsf ontein. 

Gert  Kruger          ...          ...  do. 

A.  Oosthuizen        ...          ...  Bersiba. 

Jac.  Kruger  Leeuwf ontein. 

Isaac  Lessing  ...  Badsfontein. 

Isaac  Venter          ...          ...  do. 

H.  J.  Pretorius      Drief ontein. 


viii 
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Name  of  Farmer. 


Farm. 


Otto  Werdmiiller 
H.  Hohn    ... 
J.  de  Klerk 
J.  Venter  ... 
J.  A.  Kruger 
F.  J.  Coetzee 
B.  R.  Kruger 
N.  Venter... 
J.  J.  van  Wyk 


do. 
Zekoegat. 

do 

i 

do. 


Bosjesmanspoort. 
Bethulie  Bridge. 
Stinkhoutboom. 
Springf  ontein. 
Klipfontein. 
Klipplaatsdrift. 
Rheboksf  ontein. 

... 



J.  H.  van  Wyk     ... 
G.  Kruger... 

P.  J.  van  Tender,  J.P.,  (sen).  do. 

S.  van  den  Heever  ...  Kareef ontein. 

M.J      J-  J-  van  Heerdon  ...  Vlakdrift. 

S.  P.  Kruger         Beeschuitf ontein. 

H.  J.  v.  d.  Walt do. 

S.  Kruger ...  do. 

G.  H.  Kruger  ...  do. 

N.  Kruger Schalkwyk's  Kraal 

P.  C.  Kruger,  Field-cornet  Doordrift. 

P.  J.  Viljoen         Keerom. 

J.  van  Wyk          ...  Nooitgedagt. 
J.  G.  van  den  Heever 
Jacob  van  den  Heever 
M.  Prinsloo 


Zamenkomst. 


G.  v.  d.  Heever    ... 
D.  J.  v.  d.  Heever... 
J.  J.  Kruger 
A.  J.  Kruger 
D.  J.  Lessing 
J.  J.  Lessing 
J.  C.  van  Pletgen... 
D.  J.  Coetzee 
1).  F.  Venter 


i 
do. 

do. 

Doornkloof. 
Leeuwf  ontein. 
Badsf  ontein. 

do. 

, 
do. 

•i 
do. 

Tolkop. 
Vtakfontein. 


•nil 
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Under  Colonial  Secretary  to  Mr.  Van  Tonder. 


Copy. 

V./U1 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

r.  j 


Cape  Town.  22nd  July,  1889. 
No.  9/729/533. 

.  .** 

J.  J.  van  Tonder,  Esq.,  J.P., 
Ventersted,  Albert. 

SIR,—  In  reply  to  a  Petition  addressed  by  you  and  48 
others  to  the  Premier  of  the  Colony  on  the  8th  May  le^t, 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Resident  Magistrate 
of  Albert  reports  that  the  probable  cause  of  the  unfaithful- 
ness of  your  servants  is  that  their  masters  do  not  feed  them 
well  enough  and  that  they  are  starved,  and  the  Government 
has  no  doubt  that  if  they  are  fed  and  paid  better  there  will 
be  no  further  cause  for  complaint. 

Nothing  has  been  elicited  to  support  your  statement  as 
to  the  existence  of  a  gang  of  thieves  near  Burghersdorp 
and  of  spans  of  oxen  and  horses  being  stolen.  One  case  of 
the  kind,  it  is  true,  occurred  some"  time  back,  but  the 
culprit  was  suitably  punished  by  being  sentenced  to  5 
years'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  and  25  lashes.  In 
fact,  the  Magistrate  reports  that  the  records  of  the 
.Burghersdorp,  Molteno,  and  Venterstad  Courts  have 
never  been  so  free  as  now  from  stock-theft  cases,  and  this 
fact  is  borne  out  by  the  assertions  of  the  Field-cornet 
some  of  the  leading  residents  of  the  district,  and  many 
farmers  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Venterstad,  that  there  is 
little  or  no  stealing  going  on  just  now. 

As  regards  the  assemblage  of  the  servants  at  the  Loca- 
tions, and  tho  prevalence  of  brutality  and  disobedience,  it 
is  quite  unnecessary  for  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  remind 
you  that  any  servant  can  be  prosecuted  for  disobedience  or 
for  brutality,  so  that  the  remedy  in  this  respect  is  with 
those  who  wish  to  uphold  law  and  order. 

T     1  0 

I  have,  Sc.j 
/0.       ... 
(Signed)        HAMPDEN  WILLIS, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

—  _ 
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Complaint  of  Mr.  Otto  Werdmuller. 
Copy. 

District  of  Albert, 
Bushman's  Poort, 

2nd  April,  1889. 

The  flOnDurable  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Cape  Town. 

HONOURABLE  SIR, — I  respectfully  beg  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  following  facts,  viz. : — 

As  there  is  a  continual  trek  backwards  and  forwards 
from  Kafirland  to  Jagersfontein  and  Kimberley  of  natives, 
we  farmers  suffer  greatly  through  thefts.  I  have  lost  37 
sheep  and  goats  in  6  weeks,  and  all  my  neighbours  are 
suffering  likewise.  "We  farmers  have  thought  it  well  to 
report  these  facts  to  you,  as  head  of  the  Administration, 
knowing  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  assist  us. 

We  have  complained  to  the  C.C.  and  E.M.  of  Albert, 
but  got  no  redress  whatever.  He  told  us  to  lay  our 
complaints  before  the  Divisional  Council.  As  we  pay  our 
rates,  we  naturally  expect  to  get  some  Police  assistance. 

^To  Police  patrol  has  been  seen  in  our  ward  for  nine 
months  and  more,  and  thefts  occur  daily. 

My  neighbours  have  decided  to  await  your  reply  before 
calling  a  general  meeting,  and  again  respectfully  request 
you  to  hear  this  our  request. 

I  remain,  Honourable  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        OTTO  WERDMULLER, 

for  self  and  neighbourhood. 

P.S. — We  also  beg  to  state  that  skin  buying  from 
natives  without  passes  from  their  masters,  is  carried  on  on 
a  large  scale,  there  being  no  Police  surveillance. 


Report  on  a  Letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Otto  Werdmuller  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  dated  Bushmanspoort,  April  2nd,  1889. 

I  presume  that  Mr.  Werdmuller  did  not  anticipate  his 
letter  being  referred  to  me  for  report,  otherwise  he  would 
probably  have  been  more  guarded  in  his  statements. 

Save  by  Mr.  Werdmuller,  no  direct  complaint  has  been 
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made  to  me  by  any  of  the  farmers  in  his  neighbourhood 
His  complaint  was  made  under  the  following  circumstances. 
On  the  1 4th  ultimo  I  was  at  Bethulie  Bridge,  for  tho  pur- 
pose of  receiving  the  tollage  collected  there  by  the  Toll- 
collector  during  the  previous  month.  Mr.  Werdmiiller 
was  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Hahn,  the  hotelkeeper  near  the 
bridge,  from  whom  Mr.  "Werdmiiller  has  hired  a  portion 
of  her  farm,  Bushman's  Poort.  He  came  to  me  at  the  toll- 
house, for  the  purpose  of  asking  my  instructions  concerning 
the  disposal  of  a  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  that  had  been 
found  on  his  farm.  After  receiving  mv  directions  he 

•/ 

mentioned  that  he  had  lost  several  sheep  out  of  his  kraal 
lately,  and  stated  that  he  suspected  his  own  servants  of 
having  stolen  them,  because  the  sheep  were  always  missed 
during  his  absence  from  home. 

I  told  him  that  I  would  be  glad  to  assist  him  as  far  as 
lay  in  my  power,  that  I  had  only  a  few  policemen  at  my 
disposal,  and  that  some  of  them  were  at  that  very  time 
employed  in  patrolling  the  district  and  collecting  statistics 
for  the   Government,  but  that  if  he  could  arrange  to  be 
absent  from  home  at  a  certain  time,  and  advise  me  before- 
hand, I  would  send  a  policeman  to  his  farm  unknown  to 
his  servants,  and  endeavour  to  have  the  thief  arrested.    At 
the   same   time  I  told  him  that  I  had  without  success 
endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  Divisional  Council   to 
increase  the  force,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  have  the  district 
effectually  patrolled,  and  possibly  to  have  police  stationed 
at  or  near  Bethulie  Bridge.   I  suggested  that  he  should  have 
a  petition  drawn  up,  addressed  to  the  Divisional  Council, 
urging  the  necessity  for  an  augmentation  of  the  force,  and 
I  told  him  that,  supported  by  such  a  petition,  I  would 
make  a  further  attempt  to  obtain  more  policemen.     He 
promised  to  do  so,  and  I  was  consequently  much  surprised 
at  receiving  a  letter  from  him  a  few  days  ago,  in  which, 
after  informing  me  what  he  had  done  in  regard  to  the 
other  matter,  he  concluded  by  saying,   "As  the  stock-steal- 
ing still  continues,  I  have  reported  the  matter  to  Govern- 
ment."    No  other  farmer  has  made  a  direct  complaint  to 
me  or  to  the  police  about  stock-thieving. 

During  the  past  few  days  the  Naohtmaal  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  and  a  meeting  of  the   "Ring  of   the 

C.  7— '89.     CATTLE  THEFTS  IN  THE  DIVISION  OF  ALBERT.  • 
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Gereforineerd  Kerk  "  have  taken  place,  and  most  of  the 
farmers  in  Mr.  Werdmiiller's  neighbourhood  have  been 
for  some  days  in  the  town.  They  have  met  the  Sergeant 
of  Police  in  the  streets,  and  have  had  full  opportunity  of 
meeting  me  personally,  but  no  complaint  whatever  has  been 
made  to  either  of  us  respecting  stock  thefts.  Indirectly  I 
had  heard  from  my  clerk,  who  had  been  visiting  the  hotel 
at  the  bridge,  that  Mr.  Griinow,  who  does  not  live  on  the 
line  of  road  travelled  by  the  natives  going  to  and  from 
Jagersfontein,  had  complained  of  losing  sheep  by  thefts, 
and  that  a  Mr.  Kruger  of  Knapdaar,  on  the  roadside,  had 
also  made  complaint  of  stock-stealings,  but  I  understood  that 
Mr.  Kruger  attributed  the  thefts  to  squatters  on  the 
neighbouring  farms. 

I  have  always  done  my  utmost  to  protect  the  farmers 
from  stock-thefts,  but,  as  I  have  explained  in  my  report  on 
a  letter  to  the  Argus  of  to-day's  date,  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  do  so  effectually  with  the  small  force  of  police 
under  my  control.  The  police,  themselves,  I  am  convinced, 
do  their  best  whenever  any  complaints  are  made  to  them. 

As  to  the  matter  of  skin-buying,  I  have  to  point  out 
that  there  is  no  law  to  compel  any  person  to  produce  a 
pass  for  the  skin  he  offers  for  sale,  but  the  Act  32  of 
1883,  Section  6,  has  been  put  in  force  whenever  possible. 

I  dare  say  some  of  the  country  shopkeepers  are  lax  in 
buying  skins  from  natives  without  taking  the  precaution 
to  satisfy  themselves  that  these  skins  were  in  the  sellers' 
lawful  possession. 

I  must  here  repeat  what  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  I 
believe  the  thefts  complained  of  to  have  been  perpetrated 
by  vagrant  Hottentots,  in  collusion  with  the  farmers'  own 
servants. 

The  farmers  who  complained  to  Mr.  Harmsworth 
appeared  to  be  under  the  impression  that  their  servants 
were  implicated,  as  it  was  suggested  that  the  Magistrate 
should  furnish  them  with  detectives  for  the  purpose  of 
residing  on  the  fanns  and  endeavouring  to  trace  the  thefts 
by  intercourse  with  these  servants. 

As  Mr.  Harmsworth  would  probably  again  meet  these 
farmers  I  requested  him  to  inform  them  that  I  would'obtain 
the  services  of  detectives,  if  they  would  guarantee  the 
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charge  made  foii  wages,  as  I  knew  that  Government  could 
not  supply  the  ttetectives  at  the  public  expense.  I  had 
previously  mar  )  such  arrangements  with  other  farmers 
under  similar  circumstances. 

I  have,  however,  at  much  inconvenience,  arranged 
that  one  policeman  from  this  station  and  ono  from  the 
Yenterstad  Station  shall  make  night  patrols  for  several 
days  along  the  road  between  Bethulie  Bridge  and 
Knapdaar  above  referred  to,  and  particularly  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Werdmiiller,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  his  surmise 
is  correct  as  regards  the  persons  who  are  committing  the 
stock-thefts  on  his  farm.  They  will  also,  with  his  consent, 
watch  his  kraals  afterwards,  should  they  be  unable  to 
discover  the  thieves  otherwise. 

(Signed)        ALEX.  STEWART,  R.M. 

Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 

Burghersdorp,  16th  April,  1889. 

Report  of  Resident  Magistrate,  Albert,  on  paragraph 
appearing  in  the  "  Kaftrarian  Watchman,"  of  the  29 M 
March,  1889. 

Report.] 

I  am  informed  by  the  Sergeant  of  the  Albert  Divisional 
Police  that  every  native  travelling  from  Jagersfontein  holds 
a  pass.  I  have,  on  my  visits  to  Bethulie  Bridge,  which 
take  place  monthly,  met  natives  travelling  along  the  road 
between  the  bridge  and  Burghersdorp,  in  small  gangs,  and 
also  stragglers.  Many  of  them  were  evidently  footsore, 
and  this  caused  them  to  proceed  slower  than  the  others. 
They  appeared  all  of  them  to  put  up  at  the  roadside  inns 
and  farmhouses  for  the  night,  and  they  purchased  food  and 
necessaries  at  the  shops  attached  to  the  roadside  hotels. 
At  Burghersdorp,  besides  the  grocers'  shops  where  they 
buy  food  and  necessaries,  there  is  a  coffee- shop,  where 
numbers  of  them  lodge  and  purchase  food  for  their  journey. 
I  am  not  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  writer  of  the  letter  to 
the  Argus,  that  it  is  these  travelling  natives  who  steal 
stock  from  the  farmers.  The  letter  in  question  is  evidently 
written  by  Mr.  Otto  Werdmuller,  of  Bushman's  Toort, 
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whose  letter  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  7-  have  this  day 
reported  upon,  or  at  his  dictation.  I  belvtv-  the  thefts  to 
have  been  committed  by  roving  Hot^e'>e:s,  with  the 
connivance  of  the  farmers'  own  servants.  There  are  in 
that  part  of  the  district  many  of  those  Hottentots  whose 
reputations  are  bad,  having  been  at  one  time  or  another 
convicted  of  sheepstealing,  and  who  find  it  difficult  to 
obtain  fixed  employment  among  the  farmers,  and  who  have 
friends  among  the  herds.  The  only  farmer  vho  has  made 
any  direct  complaint  to  me  is  Mr."  Otto  Werdmiiller,  the 
person  who  has  written  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  on  which 
I  have  made  my  report  to-day. 

It  is  quite  impossible,  with  the  small  number  of  police 
at  my  command,  to  have  constant  patrols  through  the 
district,  or  along  the  line  of  roads  over  which  the  natives 
going  to  and  from  Jagersfontein  travel.  The  force 
consists  of  six  men,  two  of  which  are  stationed  at  Burghers- 
dorp,  two  at  Yenterstad,  one  at  Molteno,  and  one  at 
Steynsburg.  The  time  of  these  men  is  pretty  fully  taken 
up  in  executing  warrants  issued  from  the  offices  where 
they  are  stationed. 

Should  the  Government  consider  the  matter  serious 
enough  to  detach  a  portion  of  the  Cape  Police  for  the 
purpose  of  patrolling  the  district,  I  could  have  no 
possible  objection.  I  would  have  been  glad  if  the  Divi- 
sional Council  could  have  seen  its  way  to  complying  with 
my  request  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  the  Divisional 
Police,  as  it  would  have  enabled  me  to  have  stationed  one 
or  two  men  at  or  near  Bethulie  Bridge. 

But  a  consideration  of  the  cost  debars  some  of  the 
members  from  voting  for  such  an  increase. 

(Signed)        ALEX.  STEWART,  R.M. 

Resident  Magistrate's  Office, 

Burghersdorp,  16th  April,  1889. 
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Copy. 

Cape  Town, 

25th  April,  1889. 
Stock-stealing  in  Albert  District. 
No.  9/450/191. 
Otto  Werdmiiller,  Esq., 

Bethulie  Bridge,  Burghersdorp. 

glRj With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant, 

complaining  on  behalf  of  yourself  and  neighbours  on  the 
lack  of  police  supervision  in  your  part  of  the  District  of 
Albert,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  your  complaint 
has  been  referred  t-»  the  Eesident  Magistrate  of  Albert  for 
report,  and  that  he  states  that  he  has  done  all  in  his  power, 
though  ineffectually,  to  persuade  the  Divisional  Council  to 
increase  their  Police  Force,  and  that,  failing  their  com- 
pliance with  his  persuasions,  he  has  made  arrangements  to 
send  out  a  policeman  now  and  then  to  Bethulie  Bridge,  to 
endeavour  to  trace  the  thieves. 

Mr.  Stewart  states,  however,  that  no  other  farmers  in  your 
neighbourhood  have  complained  to  him  of  the  loss  of  stock, 
and  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  your  own  servants,  acting  in 
eollusion  with  some  vagrant  Hottentots,  that  commit  the 

depredations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        HAMPDEN  WILLIS, 

Under-Colonial  Secretary. 


Office  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate  of  Albert, 
Copy.]  2nd  May,  1889. 

No.  73/A. 

Stock  Stealing  in  Neighbourhood  of  Bethulie  Bridge. 

SIR, — Eeferring  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  my 
report  on  a  letter  from  Mr.  Otto  Werdmiiller,  complaining 
of  stock-thefts,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  copy  of  the 
report  handed  in  to  the  Sergeant  of  the  Albert  Divisional 
Police  by  Private  Brink,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
patrol  referred  to  by  me  in  my  report.  Brink  is  a  most 
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reliable  policeman,  and  I  place  implicit  confidence  in  all 
his  statements. 

The  result  of  the  patrol  appears  to  confirm  the  correct- 
ness of  my  opinion,  that  the  stock-stealing  complained  of 
by  Mr.  "Werdm tiller  has  not  been  committed  by  the  natives 
travelling  to  and  from  Jagersfontein.  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Grtinow,  one  of  the  farmers  who  complained  to  my  clerk, 
Mr.  Harmsworth,  and  from  what  I  can  gather,  he  believes 
the  stock-stealing  on  his  farm  to  have  been  committed  by 
or  with  the  connivance  of  his  servants,  and  I  have 
authorized  him  to  employ  a  private  detective  to  endeavour 
to  find  out  the  thieves.  On  receiving  any  information  from 
him  affording  any  clue,  I  have  promised  to  give  him  the 
assistance  of  the  Police  to  arrest  the  offenders. 

I  have  at  present  four  prisoners  in  my  gaol,  who  are 
awaiting  their  trial  on  a  charge  of  housebreaking  and 
theft,  one  of  them  having  been  already  sentenced  to 
twelve  months'  imprisonment  for  sheep -stealing.  I  believe 
these  men  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  stock-stealing  of 
which  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bethulie 
Bridge  complain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your   obedient   servant, 

(Signed)        ALEX.  STEWAET,  E.M. 

Copy. 

Stinkwoodboom, 

23rd  April,  1889. 

Report  of  Private  Brink. 

SIR, — I  arrived  at  Knapdaar  on  the  17th  instant 
at  4'30  p.m.  Private  Vercuil  arrived  at  5  p.m.  and 
handed  me  your  instructions. 

April  17th. — 1st  night,  we  proceeded  together  from 
Knapdaar,  patrolled  the  main  road  to  Bethulie  Bridge  and 
into  Stinkwoodboom ;  from  there  we  proceeded  back  to 
Driefontein,  Abraham  Coetzee's  farm.  We  called  at  all  the 
farms  within  2  or  3  miles  of  the  main  road,  and  found  it 
very  quiet.  We  met  12  Kaffirs  during  night,  one  with 
stock  and  eleven  coming  from  Jagersfontein  without  stock. 
We  examined  their  passes  and  packs,  found  everything 
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correct.    Kaffir    from   Jagersfontein   only    had   bread   in 
possession. 

April  18th. — 2nd  night,  we  proceeded  to  Otto  Werd- 
miiller's  farm  Bushmansport,  left  our  horses  at  P.  Coetzee, 
near  Werdmiiller's  farm.  We  forelayed  from  7 '30  p.m.  to 
about  5  a.m.  on  the  19th  instant,  Found  everything  quiet 
during  night.  We  again  returned  to  Drieft,  and  examined 
passes  of  four  Kaffirs  with  stock  in  their  possession  ;  found 
passes  correct. 

April  19th. — 3rd  night,  we  again  proceeded  to  Werii- 
mtUler's  farm,  and  forelayed  at  his  kraals  from  about  T'oO 
p.m.  up  to  5a.m.  on  the  20th  instant.  Found  everything 
quiet  on  farm.  Eeturned  again  to  A.  Coetzee,  Driefontein, 
where  we  remained  for  the  day.  Met  no  Kaffir  on  road  this 
night. 

April  20th. — 4th  night,  we  proceeded  to  Otto  Werd- 
miiller's farm  Bushmansport.  This  time  we  found  that  Mr. 
Werdmiiller  had  gone  to  Bethulie.  We  told  no  one  what  we 
were  there  for,  but  forelayed  at  sheep  kraal  from  about  7 '30 
p.m.  to  daylight  next  morning.  Found  everything  quiet 
during  night. 

April  21st. — 5th  day,  examined  passes  and  packs  of  36 
Kaffirs  going  to  Jagersfontein  ;  found  nothing  in  their 
possession,  and  passes  correct.  We  returned  now  to 
Knapdaar,  where  we  remained  the  5th  night,  on  account  of 
rain,  and  being  too  dark  to  ride. 

April  22nd. — 6th  night,  we  proceeded  to  Bethulie  Bridge 
and  Stinkwoodboom,  visited  all  farms  near  main  road,  and 
found  it  very  quiet.  Examined  passes  of  42  Kaffirs,  11  with 
stock  in  their  possession ;  found  passes  correct,  and  31 
coming  from  Jagersfontein,  passes  correct,  and  only  found 
bread  in  their  possession. 

April  23rd. — Private  Vercuil  will  return  to  Burghers- 
dorp  with  patrol  list,  and  call  at  all  the  farms  visited  by 
us  during  thejast  6  nights. 

(Signed)         Private  BRINK, 

Divisional  Police. 
True  Copy, 

(Signed)        ALEX.  STEWART,  R.M. 
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Further  report  of  Resident  Magistrate  of  Albert, 
Copy.  21st  June,  1889. 

Prevalence  of  Stock-thefts  in  Albert  Division. 
No.  97/A. 
The  Cnder- Colonial  Secretary,  Cape  Town. 

SIR,— -Adverting  to  the  correspondence  that  has  taken 
place  with  your  office  on  the  subject  of  stock-thefts  pre- 
vailing in  this  district,  and  more  particularly  to  my  reports 
on  your  references  dated  8th  and  9tb  April  last,  and  with 
reference  to  certain  statements  on  the  same  subject  reported 
to  have  been  made  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Mr. 
Jotham  Joubert,  M.L.A.,  and  the  Hon.  Daniel  van   den 
Heever,  M.L.C.,  to  the  effect  that  stock-thefts  are  terribly 
extensive  in  this  district,  and  that  bands  of  robbers  are 
sweeping  off  spans  of  oxen  and  horses  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Burghersdorp,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the 
information  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  no  notification 
of  either  of  these  alleged  facts  has  been  made  either  to 
myself  or  the  Police. 

I  have  further  to  report  that,  having  the  services  of  an 
additional  policeman  placed  at  my  disposal  by  his  removal 
from  Steynsburg,  on  the  constitution  of  that  district  into  a 
fiscal  division,  I  have  instituted  a  systematic  patrolling  of 
this  district  by  the  members  of  the  Divisional  Police.  An 
hundred  and  fifty  farmsteads  have  been  lately  visited  by 
them.  The  patrol  roll  has  been  signed  by  all  the  farmers 
visited. 

Only  one  complaint  of  stock-stealing  was  made,  namely 
by  Mr.  Griinow,  of  Stinkhoutboom,  who  stated  that  he 
1'ist  12  sheep  on  the  J4th  May  last.  No  notice  was  given 
to  the  Police  at  the  time,  but  the  loss  was  mentioned  a 
month  afterwards,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Police. 
The  only  instance  of  which  I  am  aware  of  a  number  of 
stock  having  been  driven  off  by  a  native  is  when  a  man 
named  "  Kotje  "  stole  eleven  head  of  cattle  in  this  district 
in  the  direction  of  Dordrecht,  which  is  patrolled  by  the 
Cape  Police. 

The  other  cases  of  stock -stealing,  which  occur  very 
rarely,  are  where  single  sheep  or  goats  are  slaughtered  by 
the  servants  of  the  farmers,  the  prisoners  making  the 
excuse  that  they  are  insufficiently  fed  by  their  masters. 
Such  complaints  have  become  very  frequent  of  late,  since 
the  prices  of  food  products  have  risen. 
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